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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 0772 

AF/W FOR KIRKPATRICK 

COTONOU FOR LASOR FROM THOMPSON 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, PINS, PFOR, US, DN 

SUBJECT: CONTINUATION OF DAVIS TDY COTONOU 

REF: (A) STATE 013881 (B) COTONOU 157 

ON BASIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE MISTAKE 
TO WITHDRAW CRO ROVER DAVIS AT THIS TIME. UNLESS STATEMENT 
SIGNED AT COMMISSION OF INQUIRY CONTAINS LANGUAGE WHICH COULD 
BE USED AGAINST CRO AT LATER PERIOD, IT APPEARS THAT DAVIS 
MAY ACTUALLY BE IN BETTER POSITION THAN NEW ROVER SINCE 

(A) GPRB IS OFFICIALLY AWARE OF PRESENCE AND DUTIES AT EMBASSY; 

(B) HAS THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATED HIS ACTIVITIES; AND (C) 

HAS RELEASED HIM, PRESUMABLY UNCONDITIONALLY. SUDDEN WITH- 
DRAWAL NOT ONLY MIGHT FEED GPRB'S SUSPICION BUT COULD ALSO 
COMPLICATE APPOINTMENT OF A REPLACEMENT ROVER. WHILE POSSIBILITY 
DAVIS REARREST CAN NEVER ENTIRELY BE RULED OUT NEITHER CAN 
ARREST OF SUCCESSOR, IF POSITION ITSELF BECOMES OBJECT OF 
GPRB'S SUSPICION. THERFORE, IN ABSENCE OTHER FACTORS WHICH 
COULD JEOPARDIZE DAVIS FREEDOM, SUGGEST THAT HE BE PERMITTED 
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TO COMPLETE TDY ASSIGNMENT COTONOU. 
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